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Executive Summary

The goal of the national Turning Point Initiative, funded by the Robert Wood Johnson
and W. K. Kellogg Foundations, is to strengthen the public health infrastructure so that it
is better able to meet the challenges of the 21% century. In New York, public health
reform efforts have been taking place on two fronts: within the traditional public health
system and within the community health arena, at both state and local levels. The
Turning Point Initiative provided New York an opportunity to collaborate with traditional
and new state and local partners to identify and plan for systematic improvements in the
public and community health arenas and to strengthen the connection between the two.

New York’s Turning Point Initiative completed a planning process that led to goals,

objectives and strategies to strengthen the public/community health system. The strategic

planning process was conducted by a group of organizations, including:

» New York State Turning Point Partnership and its four workgroups

» New York State Community Health Partnership

» New York State Department of Health as the lead agency for the Initiative and as a
member of the New York State Community Health Partnership

» Three Turning Point - funded local partnerships: Chautauqua, Healthy Capital District
Initiative, and the New York City Turning Point Project

The Turning Point process, led by the New York State Community Health Partnership,
has resulted in the development of goals, objectives and strategies for how New York
State can better support communities to improve the health of their residents. The goals
address six areas essential to strengthening public/community health in New York State:
Community Health Data and Information

Communication and Mobilization

Restructuring Investments

Access

Capacity Building

Quality Improvement
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The organizations that have endorsed this plan are ready to collaborate to improve
community health in New York in the 21% century.
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